ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
The evolution of this project began with one student's research paper which became the inspiration for a community service project partnering the university and the surrounding community which culminated in a service learning module for a new generation of students in the counseling program. The genesis of the first of several service learning projects was the investigation by the original researcher concerning local police officers' experience with domestic violence and how it might be impacted by a downturn in the economy. The results found in that paper were used as the foundation for a grant proposal through the university to help meet needs The information gathered by the study was intended to provide insight about abuse and how it can be prevented for present, as well as future generations.
Literature Review
Family violence is a particularly serious public health and No officers reported that the abuser was most often either female or a child. Figure 4 shows these results.
Question seven asked the officers if they had ever been injured while responding to a domestic violence call. Of the total responses, approximately 38% said that they had been injured while responding to a domestic violence call.
Questions eight through eleven asked officers about the socioeconomic status and the employment status of the individuals involved in the domestic violence cases to which they respond as well as their opinion as to whether or not economic recession is a factor in their domestic violence cases. All of these questions had simple "yes or no" responses. Table 1 , shows the results of these questions.
When asked if most of the families involved in the domestic violence cases to which they respond were of low socioe-conomic status, about 87% of the officers said unemployed and approximately 15% said that "yes" the victims were unemployed while about 85% said that "no" the victims were not unemployed. Question 11 asked, "Do you think that the recession has an influence on family or domestic violence?" The answers given by the officers surveyed to this question were fairly evenly split. Of the 54 total responses, 28 or about 52% of the officers said that "yes," they think that the recession has an influence on and the remaining 26 or 48% indicated that they do not think that the recession is an influence.
Conclusion
In the summary of the original study, the results showed that 52% of the officers responding to the survey were of the opinion that the downturn in the economy had an influence on family or domestic violence. In addition, 24%
reported the abuser was unemployed and 15% reported that the victim was unemployed. Since these percentages were significantly higher than employment rates published by the National Conference of State Legislators, it seemed that the officers' opinions demonstrated that the economy was a factor in the domestic violence cases they saw, since the unemployment rate for both victims and abusers they saw is disproportional to the national average.
The results of the study suggested that the economy seemed to have a negative impact on domestic and family violence, and that it was most frequently manifested in physical violence. Also, the victims were most frequently female, and the abusers were most often male. Additionally, the victims were from a low socioeconomic population, with limited, or any resources.
As a result of the data gathered for this study and presented with an opportunity to apply for grant funding, the faculty of the Counseling and Guidance Program at the South Texas university where the research was conducted developed a grant proposal for a Civil Engagement Project, which was funded.
As stated by Slavkin (2007) , this type of service-learning project connects the classrooms and curriculum to community needs, and requires students to learn from a service-based activity. This project was developed into a module for one of the counseling courses. It required the students to conduct research pertaining to the appropriate design and use of space for group counseling, in addition to a children's play therapy area and a storage area for personal needs items that are donated by the community and utilized by the clients.
Since service-learning provides an opportunity for the students to gain hands-on experience in a real-world environment, this project afforded the students a glimpse into the operation of a non-profit organization, as well as the services provided by a shelter for victims of domestic and family violence. Since service-learning requires students to become active members in their community (Slavkin, 2007) , this project made clear the impact of domestic and family violence on the victims as well as the community. In turn, this learning module made a positive impact on a valuable community agency. It began with student research, and was put into practice in an area of need in the community and came full circle with real world experience and learning for another group of students. This project was not just a win/win situation. It was a win/win/win.
Recommendations
Results of this study perhaps could encourage counselor educators to include experiential learning in the form of c i v i c e n g a g e m e n t p r o j e c t s t o e n g e n d e r a n understanding of service availability in their community, the mechanics of the service provision, and an understanding of the needs of the clients that are served.
Future research might include community needs assessments to support similar projects, and data collection from the students involved to demonstrate intended learning objectives.
